
NHDES RP & RMAC Tour Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

Proposed Designated Segments of the Warner River  
 
This is the tour the Warner River Nomination Committee provided to NHDES Rivers Program staff and the NH Rivers Management 

Advisory Committee on the afternoon of Tuesday, July 11th, 2017 from 2-5pm.  

 

Introduction 
The Warner River Watershed encompasses 149 square miles 

within the towns of Bradford, Goshen, Hopkinton, New 

London, Newbury, Salisbury, Sutton, Warner, Washington and 

Webster, NH across Merrimack and Sullivan Counties. Mount 

Kearsarge, Mount Sunapee and the numerous rolling hills 

within this Dartmouth-Sunapee region have an estimated 210 

miles of streams that drain to compose the Warner River which 

flows for just over 20 miles, cutting and meandering its way 

from its headwaters in Bradford and Newbury to its confluence 

with the designated Contoocook River in Hopkinton.  

 

The Warner River is a unique, integral part of New 

Hampshire’s landscape. Over the course of history, this river 

continues to provide many valuable resources and helps define 

the communities of Bradford, Sutton, Warner, Webster, and 

Hopkinton it flows through. While collaborative management 

and planning efforts exist, there is no formal mechanism for 

facilitating coordinated cooperation relative to river and 

watershed issues. Designation under the Rivers Management 

and Protection Program (RMPP) would afford this opportunity 

for cooperation across municipal boundaries while providing 

the support necessary to manage and maintain the Warner 

River corridor into the future. 

 

The impetus for nominating the Warner River to NH’s RMPP 

came from wild brook trout survey data collected in the 

Warner River Watershed Conservation Project. The project 

originated in September 2011, when Ben Nugent, a cold-water 

fisheries biologist with NH Fish & Game (NHF&G), presented 

the Basil W. Woods, Jr. Chapter of Trout Unlimited with wild 

brook trout surveys done throughout the state that had been 

conducted by NHF&G and its partners. He noted that, locally, 

very little was known about the presence of wild trout 

populations in the Lower Warner River subwatershed of the 

Warner River. Members of the Chapter, some of whom live 

within the watershed, saw this as an exciting opportunity to 

involve the Chapter in an important local conservation project. 

As a result, Ben targeted the Lower Warner River Watershed 

for the next series of wild brook trout surveys.  Basil Woods TU 

coordinated local volunteers and took the lead for introducing 

macro-invertebrate counts and water quality testing.  To 

further increase local grass roots involvement and interest, 

George Embley, the Chapter project leader, and Ben Nugent 

met with the Warner Conservation Commission, and the 

Commission as a result became active in the project. 

 

By 2013, the project had expanded to include all four 

subwatersheds. Wild brook trout were found at 47 of the 71 

surveys locations (66.2%) within the entire Warner River 

Watershed indicating that this watershed is of high quality and 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The four subwatersheds of the Warner River Watershed span ten towns 

in the Kearsarge-Mt. Sunapee Region. All streams within the watershed 

eventually find their way into the Warner River which joins the 

Contoocook River in Hopkinton. 

 

Lead NH F&G project biologist, Ben Nugent, electo-fishing a stream to 

find the fish species present. The mild electrical current temporarily 

stuns the fish, causing them to briefly rise to the surface so we can 

collect them. You would be amazed how many brookies we find in 

streams this size! 

 

 

 



well worth preserving. This inspired the Warner Conservation 

Commission to pursue the nomination of the Warner River - 

and led to three separate land conservation projects to protect 

pristine wild brook trout habitat. 

 

Wild Brook trout are susceptible to changes in water chemistry 

and alterations to their physical habitat. Unfortunately, these 

changes to water chemistry and aquatic habitats may be 

difficult to recognize. Unlike a toxic chemical spill that may 

immediately kill aquatic organisms, the more common 

attributes that displace brook trout populations occur very 

slowly with no clear sign of obvious impact. Changes to natural 

stream substrate can significantly reduce the ability of a wild 

brook trout population to survive and/or reproduce. Excessive 

sedimentation from a variety of sources can embed and cover 

natural stream features in which brook trout have evolved to 

depend on. When this occurs, spawning locations, stream 

macroinvertebrates, forest cover, and holding areas can be lost 

or impacted negatively. The high quality habitat needs of wild 

brook trout directly mirror qualities of high quality watersheds 

and correspond with our own desires to protect the quality of 

water supplies and recreational areas. 

 

The brook trout is also an important game fish and symbolic 

figure in the heritage of New Hampshire. Records illustrating 

the importance of the species as a food source and sport fish in 

New Hampshire date back to the 17th century. Even today, the 

species is consistently one of the most highly pursued fish for 

freshwater anglers in the state. Brook trout is NH’s state fresh 

water fish. 

 

In 2015-16 stream crossing culvert assessments were conducted 

watershed-wide. This data was put through an engineering 

model that assesses each crossings ability to provide aquatic 

organism passage, fluvial geomorphic compatibility and flood 

resiliency. Thanks to a grant from the NH Charitable 

Foundation, two flood workshops were held in June 2017 to 

educate watershed officials about stream function, explain the 

various data and provide assistance with prioritizing culvert 

replacements. By partnering with various local, state and 

federal agencies, watershed towns will be able to use the wild 

brook trout data in conjunction with typical highway funding 

sources, to pull from a much larger grant pool to accomplish 

higher quality culvert replacements that enhance wild brook 

trout habitat and provide flood resiliency. 

 
Also in 2007, Basil Woods TU and other watershed 

professionals met with NHDES to reinstitute the NHDES’s 

VRAP (water quality testing) along the Warner River and major 

tributaries. This testing, not been done since 2007, will be 

invaluable to gaining another layer of data for the watershed.  

 

This project now has a volunteer list of over 150 people. In 

2016, volunteer hours combined with Basil Woods TU 

volunteers and intern netted a $50,000 commitment (a future 

grant match). Their commitment alone is a testimony of how 

important this river and the watershed is to these communities.  

warnerriverwatershedconservationproject.wordpress.com 

After we collect the fish from the stream, we quickly weigh them. 

Then we measure and return them to the stream. 

 

 
Map showing wild brook trout presence in the watershed. 



I. Andrew Brook Outlet at Lake Todd, Bradford. 
Just upstream of the confluence of Andrew Brook and West 

Branch Brook, that marks the beginning of the nominated 

Warner River corridor is Bradford’s historic Brick Mill Dam, 

where Andrew Brook, originating in Newbury, flows from 

Lake Todd. Here the Andrew Brook watershed drains 19.18 

square miles at 14% slope from maximum elevation of 2,702’.  

 

According to Images of America, Bradford and Warner, this is 

the site of the Lucius Woods Brick gristmill. The original 

stone bridge was built in 1860 and the dam in 1928. Ed 

Hadley ran the Brick Mill where electricity was produced. At 

6pm, the lights would dim in town when he ate his supper. 

The 1936 hurricane cut the power for three weeks. Nearby 

there was also a gristmill and a saw mill built by Captain 

Nicholas Fowler in 1829. John Ela purchased them, and were 

operated by various members of the family. Paul Shaw 

remembered ‘they had a sluiceway where fish gathered and a spot 

from which you could observe them just above water level. A sucker 

spear hung nearby, and many a fish met its fate as the result of a 

thrust of this weapon.’ (p92) 

 

It was at the site of this stone arched stone bridge that the 

first automobile fatality occurred in Bradford in 1911. 

Eventually Main Street was broadened and the bridge 

converted to a concrete. (p68) This intersection is dangerous, 

so please use caution traveling through! 

View of the stone arch from the bridge looking upstream. 

Andrew brook at flood stage racing downstream toward  

the confluence of the West Branch. 

 

Modern day Lake Todd.  

 

Lake Todd floating islands. Photo courtesy Bradford Historical Society. 

 

The Brick Mill Dam at Lake Todd where Andrew Brook flows as a fourth 

order stream to meet the fourth order West Branch of the Warner River 

just downstream. 



 

II. West Branch Brook Bridge, Water St., & the 

Confluence of the West Branch & Andrew Brook, 

Bradford. (Scott MacLean) 

 
The West Branch of the Warner River, a fourth order stream 

that originates in the northwest part of town, merges with 

Andrew Brook, another fourth order stream, marking the 

confluence that begins the proposed designated Warner 

River corridor. The West Branch drains 11.03 sq mi of the 

steep slopes of Mt. Sunapee, feeding several wetland 

complexes along Fairgrounds Road and North Ridge Road 

before it narrows again and runs east. Its watershed has an 

average slope of 14.24% slope and a maximum elevation of 

2486’ (Streamstats). Frequent flooding occurs by the 

intersection of Fairgrounds Road and West Meadow Road.  

 

Downstream of this confluence the West Branch flows past 

the Bradford Tall Pines (III) and under Bement Covered 

Bridge (IV). It is still referred to as the West Branch of the 

Warner River until the confluence of Hoyt Brook.  

 
West Branch Bridge (p68) 

– 

Autumn at the confluence of the West branch of the Warner River and 

Andrew Brook. This is the confluence of two 4th order streams that begins 

the 5th order section of the West Branch of the Warner River.  

Looking upstream at the West Branch of the Warner River. Every year the 

bridge on Water Street that spans the West Branch prior to the confluence 

is decorated with Christmas garlands. 

Looking downstream from Water Street Bridge. 



III. Bradford Pines Scenic Area, NH Rt. 103, Bradford.  

(TOUR by Scott MacLean) 

 

The Bradford Pines Scenic Area ‘is a 5 acre tract of land owned 

by the NH Department of Forestry. The land was given to the state 

in 1951 by the Davis and Symonds Lumber Co. to permanently 

protect the giant white pines located here. 

 

This relatively small area contains fourteen white pines towering 

over 100 feet high! We were astonished to see the size of these 

magnificent old trees! It is incredible to realize that just 250 years 

ago, most of New England's forests contained countless numbers of 

these huge trees! We placed the geocache here to increase the 

awareness of the existence of these amazing giants, which otherwise 

go unnoticed by most passersby!’ (From Geocashing page: 

https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCKDK3_bradford-

tall-pines?guid=4b4437a5-5415-4301-a3f1-6b73709fb711) 

 

Bradford Conservation Commission Trails Map: 

http://bradfordnh.org/maps/BCC_Trail_Map_05_2014.pdf;  

 

UNH White Pine History page: 

https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource001640_Re

p2488.pdf.  

 

Other pages on the web created by visitors: 

http://familytravelstories.com/bradford-pines-natural-area-

in-bradford-nh/; 

http://lifeloomslarge.blogspot.com/2009/05/tallest-white-

pine-trees-in-new.html;  

 

https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCKDK3_bradford-tall-pines?guid=4b4437a5-5415-4301-a3f1-6b73709fb711
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCKDK3_bradford-tall-pines?guid=4b4437a5-5415-4301-a3f1-6b73709fb711
http://bradfordnh.org/maps/BCC_Trail_Map_05_2014.pdf
https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource001640_Rep2488.pdf
https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource001640_Rep2488.pdf
http://familytravelstories.com/bradford-pines-natural-area-in-bradford-nh/
http://familytravelstories.com/bradford-pines-natural-area-in-bradford-nh/
http://lifeloomslarge.blogspot.com/2009/05/tallest-white-pine-trees-in-new.html
http://lifeloomslarge.blogspot.com/2009/05/tallest-white-pine-trees-in-new.html


IV. Bement Covered Bridge, Center Rd., Bradford and  

Hoyt Brook, Bradford. (Scott McClean) 

Bement Bridge is a long truss bridge built in 1854 for the 

original cost of $500, after a vote decided that labor would be 

rewarded with rum! It is one of the last Long truss bridges in 

the country. Bridges were covered to protect the trusses and 

not the travelers. Signs for Fletcher's Castoria, Smith Brother's 

Cough Drops, and Lydia Pinkham's Pink Pills used to adorn 

the wooden walls, while Blueberry Joe hunkered down 

puffing his pipe. From Images of America, Bradford and Warner 

by Laurie Buchar and Rebecca Courser (p??). 

 

Bement bridge is 60'6" long with a clear span of 53'9". It has 

an overall width of 19'3" with a roadway width of 16'2", and a 

maximum vertical clearance of 13'2". It is posted for three 

tons and maintained by Town of Bradford. The Bement 

Bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

World Guide Number: 29-07-03 and NH Bridge 14.  

 

This is the third bridge at this location. Tradition has it that 

Colonel Stephen H. Long, a Hopkinton native and a member 

of the U.S. Army Topographical Engineers, built the bridge 

entirely of hemlock. No evidence was found however to 

support or dispute the claim. Much of Colonel Long's bridge 

building experience came from his employment with the 

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. While working for the railroad, 

he developed a plan for a new covered bridge truss that 

became nationally known as the Long truss. Long patented 

his design in 1830. In 1835 and 1837 he patented 

improvements to the design. The town extensively rebuilt the 

bridge in 1947. The bridge was closed in March 1968 and 

repaired by the state in 1969 for $24,478.14. One-third of the 

cost was borne by the town. Vehicular damage to the bridge 

was repaired in 1987 by the state at a cost of $2,000. A 

cracked floor beam was repaired by the town during the 

winter of 1989-1990. From 

http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges/p27.html. 

 

Just after the Bement Bridge, Hoyt Brook, a third order 

stream, joins the West Branch. Hoyt Brook drains 12.07 sq mi 

from a maximum elevation of 2,087’ at an average 12.56 slope 

(Streamstats). This confluence marks the official beginning of 

the Warner River.  

 

The West Branch and Hoyt Brook come together over 

Bradford’s most accessible stratified drift aquifer - a possible 

drinking source of public drinking water and also an area 

most susceptible to pollution issues. (From Bradford NRI). 

Excerpt from the Bradford, NH Town Report, 1957 

The Bement Covered Bridge. 

Hoyt Brook, a current new VRAP testing site. 

Extensive floodplains at the Route 103 and 114 Intersections. The river 

often floods these roads in severe storms, cutting off emergency access. 

These two routes are also designated transport for hazardous materials. 

http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges/p27.html


V. Breezy Hill Bridge, off Rt. 103, Bradford.  

(TOUR: Chris Connors) 

 

This is a newly completed NH Bridge Aid Program Project 

that replaced a highly incompatible and failing 33' bridge 

with an 80' bridge. The cost was $1,442,355.25.  

 

Kleinfelder Engineering led this project with subcontractor, 

Sean Sweeney of Headwaters Hydrology. This bridge had a 

terminal crack, bad alignment for tractor trailer access/egress 

and severely pinched the river, creating severe fluvial 

geomorphologic scars upstream that can be seen in aerial 

photographs. The former bridge was noted in both Bradford 

and Warner’s Hazard mitigation plans as creating high risk. 

By realigning the bridge to suit tractor trailer access/egress 

and improve geomorphic and hydraulic capacity, the river 

now has more room to move and expand upon a new flood 

plain, minimizing future flooding of the road.  

 

Since another bridge farther down on this road also created 

issues during floods, a hydrology study was done by the 

Army Corps of Engineers. The purpose of the Army Corp 

study was to assess the problem of flooding for residents of 

Bradford living near Lake Massasecum and Melvin Brook. 

This study assessed methods to alleviate the flooding in 

Bradford. It was accomplished by modeling current 

conditions and modified conditions within the affected area 

to determine what improvements could be made to the 

system. The hydraulic analysis focused upon the potential 

backwater impacts generated by the newly designed Breezy 

Hill Bridge over the Warner River. The most economically 

viable solution is to flood proof or raise individual homes 

around the lake to protect them from high water levels. A 

final report providing an engineering assessment was sent to 

town officials in February 2016. 

 

Include slides 1-4 and 7-8: http://www.plymouth.edu/center-

for-the-environment/files/2017/01/Sweeney-Blending-

Engineering-and-Environmental-Considerations-in-the-

Design-of-Infrastructure-Protection-and-Improvement-

Projects.pdf.  

 

Kleinfelder requisition: The Board signed the August 

requisition from Kleinfelder for the Breezy Hill 

Bridge.(http://www.bradfordnh.org/selectmans-minutes-09-

06-16/) Had terminal crack, both bridges on road were issues, 

so did hydrology study.  

 

Army Corps Flood Plain Management Services  

LAKE MASSASECUM / WARNER RIVER, BRADFORD, 

N.H. (2nd CD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coutesy of Heawaters Hydrology. See full presentation link left. 

Earky spring 2017 showing bank stabilization and new floodplain. 

Early July 2017photo showing new vegetation emerging. 

 

 

http://www.plymouth.edu/center-for-the-environment/files/2017/01/Sweeney-Blending-Engineering-and-Environmental-Considerations-in-the-Design-of-Infrastructure-Protection-and-Improvement-Projects.pdf
http://www.plymouth.edu/center-for-the-environment/files/2017/01/Sweeney-Blending-Engineering-and-Environmental-Considerations-in-the-Design-of-Infrastructure-Protection-and-Improvement-Projects.pdf
http://www.plymouth.edu/center-for-the-environment/files/2017/01/Sweeney-Blending-Engineering-and-Environmental-Considerations-in-the-Design-of-Infrastructure-Protection-and-Improvement-Projects.pdf
http://www.plymouth.edu/center-for-the-environment/files/2017/01/Sweeney-Blending-Engineering-and-Environmental-Considerations-in-the-Design-of-Infrastructure-Protection-and-Improvement-Projects.pdf
http://www.plymouth.edu/center-for-the-environment/files/2017/01/Sweeney-Blending-Engineering-and-Environmental-Considerations-in-the-Design-of-Infrastructure-Protection-and-Improvement-Projects.pdf
http://www.bradfordnh.org/selectmans-minutes-09-06-16/
http://www.bradfordnh.org/selectmans-minutes-09-06-16/


Map from 1892 showing the villlages within Warner and locations of the various mill sites. 

 
VI. Railroad Trusses, Melvin Mills Rd., Warner. 
Passing from Bradford into Warner, the Warner River leaves 

its extensive Bradford floodplains to find its channel and 

plunge over former dams sites built to harness its 

waterpower. These drops were the sites for Warner’s first 

former saw and grist mills. Warner is actually home to 

several villages along the river named after these mills.   

 

Along the way picturesque, historic remnants of historic 

homes, schools, mill buildings, ice houses and railroad 

trusses can be seen. Today, whitewater kayakers herald 

Warner’s spring running this stretch. Descriptions and 

video’s created by American Whitewater kayakers effectively 

detail the unique and beautiful character of these reaches of 

the river. 

 

From this site, we can see former railroad trusses. This is also 

the location of a NH DES Water Quality Testing Site.  

 

 

 

 

A remaining railroad bridge truss of the Boston 7 Maine Railroad. 



VII. Historic Melvin Mills 

Looking upstream from Melvin Mills Bridge. 
Looking downstream from Melvin Mills Bridge. 

1892 map of Melvin Mills. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

Likely same position left. Courtesy of the Warner Historical Society. 

This is the site of the former Melvin Mills railroad station and post office. 

According to Images of America, Bradford and Warner, Melvin Mills was 

the last stop before the depot in Bradford. It was a quaint village with mills, 

the Calico School House, and several boarding houses. In 1921, the freight 

and passenger ticket business was discontinued and it became a flag 

station, which meant the train only stopped when signaled. (p76) 

 

Another historic view of the bridge. This and the 1856 map left, courtesy of 

Warner Historical Society. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bird’s eye view of the Village looking upstream at the falls and bridge 

beyond. The train can be seen on the rail road tracks. The road in the 

foreground is now Mill Pond Road. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

A view of the  . Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 



VIII. Laing Lane Bridge (to Roby) 

Excelsior Mill Trestle. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Bartlett Brothers trestle. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society 

Bartlett Brothers, circa 1928. Courtesy of Warner Historical 

Society. 

 

Looking upstream from Laing Lane Bridge at the rail road trestles. 

Another view upstream showing the pump house. Beneath this bridge, 

whitewater kayakers painted their own stream gage on the bridge abutment 

to know how to run the river at various flows. NHGS once had a few 

stream gages upstream, yet now the only gage is located in Davisville. 

Looking downstream where the river rounds the bend and plunges once 

more. 

 



Interior Edythe Craig. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

IX. Downstream of Laing Lane Bridge to Roby 
 

Traveling on Route 103, there are several areas where the river can 

be glimpsed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clothespin Factory. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Pierce below Bartlett. 

 



IX. The Roby District & Future Public Access Site 

(TOUR by Rebecca Courser, Warner Historical 

Society Director) 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Warner Historical Society 

An historic bridge relocated from Salisbury. 

 Reddington Home & Hub Factory. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Reddington Complex. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

Believe this is looking down and upstream from the Old Route 103 on thw 

DOT Public Access lot. 

 

Roby Bridge, March 19, 1936 flood. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 



See description, lower right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Roby’s Corner RR covered bridge, July 1911 (p72) 

Bartlett Excelsio Mill rr trestle fire, Sept 1905 (p 72) 

 

Last Chapin Pierce mill site. Manufactured chairs as seen in the dog 

posing on the chair (picture left). Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Map of 1856 shwoing East Roby to Waterloo. Courtesy of the Warner Historical Society. 

X. East Roby & Confluence of the Lane and Warner 

Rivers, Warner, Sutton and back to Warner. 

 

 

 
Extensive Lane River wetlands in Sutton looking to Mount 

Kearsarge (left) and Black Mountain(right). 

 

 

The Lane River, Sutton. Courtesy George Embley. 

The bridge in East Roby where the Warner River returns to Warner. 



 

Waterloo Map from 1856. Courtesy of the Warner Historical Society. 
XI. Waterloo  

 
The entire Waterloo District is on the National Historic 

Register.  

Above, Canoeing on the Warner River. Right, Bird’s eye view of 

Waterloo from the north side of the Warner River looking 

southwest (River flows downstream from right to left). The railroad 

station is on the left, and the tracks cross before the Waterloo 

Covered Bridge. The people in the foreground at the picture right 

are viewing the railroad depot, covered bridge, the stationmaster’s 

home, and the Old Waterloo Cemetery. The sign says, ‘Railroad 

 

 



Crossing. Look out for the engine when the bell rings’. Courtesy of 

Warner Historical Society 

Waterloo Covered Bridge 

Located two miles west of Warner Village, off Rte. 103, on 

New Market Road across the Warner River in Warner, this 

bridge is a Town lattice truss originally constructed in 1840. 

Original Cost unknown. The bridge is 76'4" long with a clear 

span of 70'9". It has an overall width of 16'11", a roadway 

width of 12'11", and a maximum vertical clearance of 11'10". 

It is posted for six tons. This bridge is maintained by the 

town of Warner. World Guide Number: 29-07-04; New 

Hampshire Number: 13 

 

Historical Remarks: The structure was completely rebuilt in 

1857 by Dutton Woods of Contoocook. It was rebuilt a 

second time in 1970, at a cost of $16,300 under the state Town 

Bridge Aid Program. Finally, the bridge was rehabilitated by 

the state in 1987 at a cost of $3,000. The Waterloo Bridge is 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

View looking upstream at the calm, lacustrine-like 

backwaters of the Waterloo Dam. 

 
 

View of the bridge interior. 

View looking downstream before the river plunges down the falls. 

 



 

 

Downstream of the covered 

bridge looking up at the 

Waterloo Falls. Courtesy of 

Warner Historical Society. 

 

Baptism at Waterloo. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Looking downstream from the falls when the river was at flood stage. 

XII. Waterloo Station 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterloo station. 

 

 



The mill yard at Waterloo. Courtesy of Warner Historical 

Society. 

 

Unloading lumber at Waterloo. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

XIII. The Intervales & Mink Hills 

Leaving the Intervales, and headed up the hill toward 

downtown is a Drinking Water Protection Area for 

Warner’s town wells. As the area around Exit 9 develops, 

care must be taken to ensure the aquifer supporting these 

wells is not contaminated. Development must also be wise to 

avoid encroaching on this extensive flood plain. 

 

 

 

From the Intervales ooking toward Waterloo before I89 was built. This is 

the area of Exit 9. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Same veiw of the Intervales during the 1936 Hurricane flood. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A historic map from 1928 showing routes from Waterloo to Warner to the Lower Village. 

 

XIV. Chemical Lane, the Former Fairgrounds & 

Riverside Park 

 

A sketch of the Plant. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

As the river makes its way from the Intervales to downtown Warner, it 

passes through a low-lying area that was foremerly the old fairgrounds.  

This site was formerly occupied by a variety of chemical plants and a 

tannery. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Chemical plant fire. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 



Ela Mill. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Ela Box. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Warner River 1938 flood. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

 

Ela Mills upriver. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Ela Mill three. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Ela Grist Mill. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

 

Henn Crutch 

dipping. 

Courtesy of 

Warner 

Historical 

Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dow Lumber. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Looking downstream toward Ela Bridge. 

Just downstream of the Ela Bridge, where the Warner River 

flows along Riverside Park, the school kids have annual 

rubber duck races down the river. Whoever catches the most 

ducks wins! 

 

 

 

 

 

Glove Factory (Warner Power). Courtesy of Warner Historical 

Society. 

New Merrimack Glove Company Envelope. Courtesy of Warner 

Historical Society. 

Ela Bridge flood with Dow Lumber in the background. 



 

XV. Joppa and the Dalton Covered Bridge. 

 

Location: South of N.H. Route 103 on Joppa Road spanning 

the Warner river in Warner.  

Style of Bridge: Long truss with an auxiliary Queenpost 

system  

Year of Construction:     Approximately 1853  

Original Cost:     $630.12  

Structural Characteristics:     The bridge is 76'6" long with a 

clear span of 70'10". It has an overall width of 17'3" with a 

roadway width of 12'10", and a maximum vertical clearance 

of 10'10". It is posted for six tons.  

Maintained By:  Town of Warner; World Guide Number:     

29-07-05; New Hampshire Number:  12 

 
Historical Remarks: The structure was built by Joshua 

Sanborn. George Sawyer and Walter S. Davis built the 

abutments. Repairs were made to the bridge in 1871 at a cost 

of $134.81. In 1990, the state repaired the diagonal and the 

portal, and installed a new metal roof. There has been some 

debate as to the classification of the truss system. The Warner 

Historical Society in its 1974 publication, Warner N.H. 1880-

1974, classified the bridge as a Haupt-type truss. the New 

Hampshire Department of Transportation indicates a 

classification of multiple Kingpost with an auxiliary 

Queenpost system. However, based on the National Register 

of Historic Places nomination form, it would appear to be 

classified as a Long truss with an auxiliary queenpost system. 

This is one of the oldest standing covered bridges in use 

today. It is also known as the Joppa Road Bridge. The bridge 

was rebuilt in 1963-1964. The rebuilding costs were shared by 

the town and the state. The Dalton Bridge is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 
https://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges/p23.html  

The extensive flood plains just downstream of the bridge and to the 

right are managed hay fields. 

The Dalton Covered bridge on Joppa Road. To the right is an informal 

public access site to the Warner River. To the left, just before the bridge is a 

state snowmobile trail that runs along the former railroad tracks. 

Looking upstream from the Dalton Covered Bridge. 

Looking upstream from the Dalton Covered bridge. 

Looking downstream from the Dalton Covered bridge. 

https://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges/p23.html


 

XVII. Lower Warner Village. 

The historic Congregational Church. 

 
Historic cemetery in between north and southbound lanes of 

I89. This cemetery and the Warner River is the reason there 

is no northbound entrance on I89 north or exit along I89 

south for this area. 

 

 

 

View of the Warner River looking upstream from the Rte. 103 Bridge over 

I89. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
View downstream from Rte. 103 bridge over I89. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map of 1926 from the Lower Village to Bagley. 

 
 

XVII. Bagley & the Warner River’s S3 Temperate 

Floodplains 

Bagley Store looking northeast with the Warner River in the 

background. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

Herman Dow and crew working Bagley Field in the spring of 1905. This 

farm made hay for over 100 head of cattle. Courtesy of Warner Historical 

Society. 



XVIII. John Warren's Davisville Dam (TOUR by John 

Warren and Rebecca Courser) 

Davisville Power Station. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society  

Penstock. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Davis Brothers stationary and the Dam at high water. 

Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Davisville Mills. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Davisville Mills. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

Ruins of the Kearsarge Mills. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

Davisville Bridge May 1936 (p69) 
 



The sawmill. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 

 

 

 
The mill abandoned. Courtesy of Warner Historical Society. 

 
Map of 1929 showing from Dimond to Contoocook. 

 

XIV. Deer Path Rd., Contoocook (Hopkinton) 

 

Site of repeated flooding and possible evulsion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Pictures coming soon!) 



XV. Confluence of the Warner & Contoocook River 

and the oldest covered railroad bridge in the United 

States, Downtown Contoocook. 

 
Location: East of N.H. Route 103 in Contoocook Village on 

the old Concord and Claremont Railroad line spanning the 

Contoocook River.  

Style of Bridge: Double Town-Pratt lattice truss  

Year of Construction: Originally constructed in 1849-50 with 

major reconstruction in 1889.  

Original Cost: Unknown  

Structural Characteristics: The bridge is 140'1" long and has 

clear spans of 64'0" and 67'0". It has an overall width of 21'6" 

and a roadway width of 15'1", and a maximum vertical 

clearance of 19'4". The rail line has been abandoned.  

Maintained By: New Hampshire Division of Historic 

Resources; World Guide Number: 26-07-07; New Hampshire 

Number: 10  

 

Historical Remarks: 

    The structure was originally built when the Concord and 

Claremont Railroad laid its first 33 miles of track from 

Concord to Bradford, N.H. In the fall of 1850 when trains 

began to run regularly between Concord and Contoocook, a 

"day of great festivity" was held. Speeches were made, the 

band played, and the cannon thundered. A thousand people 

sat down to eat at a public dinner that cost $200 to put on. 

The bridge washed off its abutments in 1936 when the 

Contoocook River flooded and again in 1938 from a 

hurricane. The bridge was kept from washing downstream 

because the rails were bolted together at each joint. After the 

flood water receded, the bridge was drawn back to its 

location and restored. From 1962 until 1990 a Contoocook 

merchant owned and used it as a warehouse. In 1990 the 

bridge was given to the New Hampshire Division of Historic 

Resources under RSA 234:31. In the National Register of 

Historic Places Inventory (nomination form) it was stated 

that this bridge is the oldest covered railroad bridge still 

standing in the United States. The Railroad Bridge is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places. 

From: https://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges/p21.html  

 

See the following webpage for pictures: 

http://www.besttrains.com/products_1057.html 

 

 

(Pictures coming soon!) 

  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges/p21.html
http://www.besttrains.com/products_1057.html

