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I own land within 250’ of the Warner River. How would designation impact my land? 
For most landowners the impact will be minimal. If you have to apply for a state permit such as 
Wetlands, Shoreland, or Alteration of Terrain, a copy will need to be sent to the Local Advisory 
Committee. With designation, there are limitations on the development of solid waste facilities, the 
spreading of septage, altering the channel of the river, and in some locations the establishment of new 
dams. The Warner River is already covered under the Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act.  
 
I own land more than 250’ from the river but within the 1,320’ corridor. How will this impact my land? 
The Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act (SWQPA) does not apply to your land, and this will not 
change with designation under the RMPP. If you have to apply for a state permit such as Wetlands, 
Shoreland, or Alteration of Terrain, a copy will need to be sent to the Local Advisory Committee. 
 
What are the agricultural prohibitions along the designated riverfront? 
Agricultural uses of riverfront land are encouraged.  The statement of purpose for the RMPP names 
agricultural resources as one of the valuable characteristics for which rivers should be designated. The 
RSA calls for the management of the river to "consider, protect, and ensure the rights of riparian 
owners" to use the river for agricultural and other purposes. The application of manure and other 
natural amendments are exempted from any restrictions. If a river is designated under the Rivers 
Management and Protection Program, then the application of biosolids (sludge and septage) must be 
set back 250’ from the river and immediately incorporated into the soil, but this is the only specific 
agriculture-related restriction associated with river designation. Should the river be designated, a Local 
Advisory Committee (LAC) would be established with representatives from all riverfront towns. The RSA 
requires that a broad range of interests be represented on the LAC, including agricultural interests. 
 
Regarding agricultural water withdrawals, would Instream Flow rules lead to rationing of water?  
Protected Instream Flows are to be established for designated rivers, which means "a constant 
minimum stream flow level [is] established to maintain water for present and future instream public 
uses." This is a protection element that the state has been studying for a number of years. So far only 
two pilot studies have been conducted, on the Lamprey and Souhegan Rivers. Protected instream flow 
would be specifically studied on the Warner River and the standard developed using scientific modeling 
and a lengthy public input process. Only large water users required to register with NHDES (using more 
than 20,000 gallons per day) will be involved in the protected instream flow process. Smaller water 
withdrawals (less than 20,000 gallons per day) are not required to be registered with the state and 
would be exempt from instream flow requirements. 
 
The town is encouraging industrial/commercial/residential development at a site within the corridor. 
What would be the real and perceived impacts from designation?  
The designation would not impact local zoning regulations or control. Most of the limitations on 
activities are for land within 250’ of the shoreline and are already covered by the Shoreland Water 
Quality Protection Act (SWQPA). RSA 483 expressly states that “nothing in this chapter shall be 
interpreted to preempt any land and zoning authority granted to municipal bodies under RSA title LXIV.” 
 
Wouldn’t the boating speed limit of 6 mph within 150’ of shore have an impact on the Warner Lakes 
and other boating areas along the river? 
This limit already exists in the General Rules for Vessels Operating on Waters throughout the state as 
stated in RSA 270-D:2 VI (a). No new boating speed limit restrictions result from river designation. 
There are perceptions by some that designation of the river: 

A. Is another layer of unnecessary government intrusion.  
There are no added restrictions on individual everyday river or lake usage. The only added water 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xxii/270-d/270-d-mrg.htm
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use restrictions are at the watershed level – no interbasin transfers of water and protection of 
Instream Flows. For a landowner considering development within the corridor that normally 
requires a federal or state permit, an extra copy of the permit is sent to the LAC for review. LAC 
review does not increase the time it takes to get a permit; it is incorporated into the existing 
review process and timeframe.  

B. Could be more limiting than the Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act (SWQPA).  
Not true for typical residential or commercial landowners, except that biosolids application on 
agricultural fields would be required to observe increased setbacks to 250 feet from the river. 

C. Could hurt property values.  
There are no known studies showing whether property values are directly impacted by river 
designation one way or the other. The primary reasons for river designation are to identify and 
protect the various resources (natural, historic, and economic) and uses associated with the 
river and the land around it. Additionally, it provides for local input and regional coordination. 
Certainly one of the reasons that people want to own homes along the river and lakes is for 
their recreational and scenic qualities. There are now 18 designated rivers in NH including over 
1,000 river miles and more than 150 communities in the state that have a designated river 
corridor. Countless property owners already live on designated rivers throughout the state and 
have done so for years; it does not appear readily obvious that there is a negative correlation 
with property values. 

 
What are the opportunities for landowners affected by this to voice their opinions on the nomination?  
The Warner River Nomination Committee will be holding public information session in the five towns 
affected by the nomination. The goal of these sessions is to inform the community as to what 
nomination and designation mean and to take questions from the public. Once the committee submits 
the nomination document to DES and it is approved, DES will hold a public hearing to take comment 
from the public as a way to measure public support. 
 
What are the impacts if a community does not participate in the nomination process? 
If a Town does not participate in the nomination process and their section of the river remains 
undesignated, the community does not get the opportunity to contribute to the river corridor 
management plan and cannot comment on permit applications affecting the river unless requested 
through other normal channels.  Non-participating towns will not benefit from the strong partnerships 
gained by participating in the LAC; this group allows for a direct line of communication and trust for 
other inter-town issues that the participants have.  
 
If a community opts not to participate, it may result in fewer funding opportunities because grantors 
tend to view applications for funding along the river with a continuous or multi-town cooperation more 
favorably.  Region-wide river protection planning will not be as comprehensive with town-wide gaps.  


